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PRESS RELEASE

Whistlers through to finals of Gary Rhodes TV Competition

Issued: (Sat Aug 25 2007)

Fleet’s Whistlers Café has been selected to take part in the UKTV Local Food Hero TV Programme. In addition to the researcher’s findings, once nominated customers voted in such numbers that Whistlers was moved into first position in the South East, despite only joining the campaign at the mid-way stage. 

Filming is to take place at the Hart Centre w/c 28th August, with founder Julie finch preparing to cook a selection of their range for Gary Rhodes and Anthony Worrall Thompson to taste test. She is understandably nervous, but very much looking forward to it.
About Whistlers Café

Founded by trained chef Julie Finch and her husband Stacy Vickers in February 2007, through a desire to bring honest, fresh, natural, high quality food and drink to the high street, without all the strange chemicals found in the so called ‘fast food’ of today. They wanted tables to be cleared promptly and a friendly personal welcome for all. Product and service is what sets them apart.
All the fresh food is made on site in the commercial kitchen upstairs, with no preservatives or strange chemicals present. There are no packet mixes, and they even make their own mayonnaise. 

Aside a range of “just baked” Panini’s & Baguettes, are a selection of delicious home made snacks and desserts.  Lake district Gingerbread, Biscotti, Muffins packed with Green & Blacks organic chocolate, Seasonal fruit crumble bars and much more, shares space with potted cheesecakes and amazing Granola which some customers have taken to buying in bulk.  
The coffee comes from a leading UK gourmet roaster with whom they spent many hours taste testing for just the right blend. The unique blend is roasted in small batches and express delivered to the store every few days, so it’s always fresh. Ice cream milkshakes, hot chocolate from northern Italy, and an amazing selection of specialist teas are also on offer.
A mini “deli” of local chutneys, honey and olive products complete the picture.

About UKTV Local Food Hero Competition

UKTV, Britain's second largest digital broadcaster, is an independent commercial joint venture formed in 1997 between the BBC & Virgin Media.
The Local Hero awards are a tribute to Britain's independent shops, farm stalls, artisan producers, cafes, pubs, and small businesses.

The Local Hero 2007 TV series will span over 11 episodes in a nationwide search to find Britain's food heroes - those small-scale producers, sellers or restaurateurs who never compromise on flavour, manufacture or quality. 


Leading the hunt for this year's winner is Gary Rhodes who will be assessing the strongest contenders from each region. Each episode concentrates on a specific region with a regional advocate celebrating those six finalists that best demonstrate a remarkable commitment to producing, selling or serving great food. At the end of each episode a regional winner will be chosen to go through to the grand final. 

What’s in it for the winner?
In the nail-biting national final all 10 regional winners will battle it out for the honour of being crowned the UKTV Food's Local Hero 2007 and winning the highly coveted prize of £40,000 to invest in their business. 

	

	CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Stacy Vickers

Whistlers Café

Hart Shopping Centre

Fleet

GU51 3LA

Tel: +44 (0) 7973 386 704 
Email: stacyv@macaroni.co.uk
http://www.whistlers.co.uk 
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